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you need to be more healthy, you need to take care of your diet,
you need to l ook at what you do. Why is that? You know you
can't say on one hand that it is very, very important, but it is
only important to a certain extent. That is bas ically what
we' re talking abc ut when we ta lk about the licensure versus
certification. There are three ways that you deal with health.
It doesn't matter if it's a dietitian, a nutritionist, whether
it is an MD, anybody, you' ve got surgery o r some type of
operation when you' ve got a problem you can go that route, you
have medication to help correct a health problem, and you' ve got
diet, you control somebody' s diet. There are basically three
ways in w hich you c a n ch ange o r correct p roblems that an
individual might be having. So to say that nutrition and diet
i s no t i mpor t a n t , i t i s v er y i mp o r t a n t . To say an i nd i v i d u a l
o ught to have the right to choose what they want to do i s als o
very important Senator Wesely is absolutely correct on that
point. But what I need to clarify for you is that we don't take
anybody's rights away in LB 557 through this amendment, we don' t
restrict anybody's ability to choose wnat they might want to do
with regard to their diet. All we say is that there is a class
of people out th ere ca lled l icensed dietitians who aren' t
basically nutritionists and who have the power and the right to
call themselves that. That you don't have Sassafras Herbert out
there who is a nutr ition and dietary c onsultant, he's a
professional member, and h e eats Kal Kan, I mean that is what
w e' re dea l i n g w i t h r i g h t n o w .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: I'm not saying the vast majority of p eople are
like that, they are not, they do a good job, they explain to
people what their products can and cannot do, and they don't try
to give advice with regard to what something m ay or may not
corre.ct with r e gard t o a health problem that they might have.
That is not what they are trying to do. But what we are saying
here is that the re is a certain group of people that have the
p roper education, they' ve been rec ognized, they' ve been
recognized by professionals in the field who say that there are
p roblems out there with the health and welfare and sa fety o f
individuals, and that we ne e d to loo k at that. What I am
proposing is this amendment be adopted, we pass the bill over to
Select File, we offer amendments that anyone mi ght have w ith
regard to ex clusions, other than the ones that I put in this
bill. I promise to sit down with both si des, S enator W e sely
included, and disc uss the is ue of licensure v ersus
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